
 That is a phrase which can have more than one meaning.  We love our home in 

Donetsk, Ukraine and our dear friends and family; however, for six very fast and wonderful 

weeks, Viktor and I were in my home with my dear friends and family in Memphis, Tennes-

see, USA.  We have now returned to Donetsk where we work to help prepare people for a 

home in heaven.  

  We send a big hello and a huge thank you to all of you in the USA.  It was great to 

be able to visit with so many and sad to have missed some of you since this visit seemed to 

go by much faster than usual.  We appreciate your kind words of encouragement, your 

prayers and you support.  Viktor never ceases to be amazed at the generosity of the Ameri-

can people and it was even more evident this year as so many of you helped the people of 

Haiti.  May God continue to bless you so you can be a blessing to others.   

  It was a blessing for us to be able to travel some 

and worship in several congregations.  It is always a joy to 

be with the Christians in Mt. Juliet, Tennessee and to 

visit with those who have been to Ukraine.  A big thank you 

to Buddy and Sissy Pickler for taking us to the Smoky 

Mountains.  Viktor wanted desperately to fish, but decided 

not to brave the zero temperatures.  We enjoyed a 

Wednesday evening worship service and fellowship meal 

with the Christians in Ray’s home, Marmaduke, Arkan-

sas.  I hope they were all ok after eating the Ukrainian 

borscht (vegetable soup with beets and cabbage) which Vik-

tor and I prepared.  Ties with Ukraine go back a long way for the Northridge church of 

Christ in Mt. Pleasant, Texas.  They have helped the Proletarsky congregation, as well as 

the Budyonofsky congregation, since the mid 1990’s.  We had a great time worshiping with 

them and seeing friends from the past.  The Longview church of Christ, in Longview, 

Texas again greeted us with open arms.  A visit to Texas also means a visit with Gene and 

Mary Parker.  We will never cease to be grateful to them for the work they did in Proletar-

sky.  They are still greatly missed.  Of course, my home congregation, Woodland Hills in 

Cordova, Tennessee is special to both of us.  We are thankful to all these congregations of 

the Lord’s people, as well as others and many indi-

viduals, for your continued support for the work in 

Proletarsky.      

 It was great to have a visit from Masha and 

Karen.  Masha was one of my “daughters” for a year 

and a half, before she moved to Valdosta to study.  

We still miss her and her translating talents. 

 On January 26th we arrived early at the air-

port to avoid any problems with security and our first 

stop at the “self check-in” kiosk was not very encour-

aging.  We could not be found by name, ticket num-

ber or frequent flyer number, but I am happy to say 

that that was the last of our problems.  The ticket 

agent quickly found us and we were on our way to as 

perfect a trip as one can have.   

 With perfect connections and all luggage intact, we arrived on time in Donetsk and 

were met by Rita and Pasha.  There was snow on the ground and temperatures in the high 

20’s.  That was cold, but nothing to compare with the -20 which Donetsk had while we were 

away.  All three cats met us at the door and seemed pleased to have us home again.   

                  (continued on page 2) 

Prayer Requests: 

 

Ola Bobach – complica-

tions from diabetes  

Teenage boys – contin-

ued interest and desire to 

become church leaders  

Viktor Tretiakov - 

cataract surgery  
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     Sunday was a great day.  We were greeted warmly by our Christian family here in Proletarsky.  Most of our mem-

bers survived the extreme cold very well and most were able to avoid the flu.  We were given a discount on the gas 

bill, so our building is nice and warm.  We thank God for that. 

    Our preacher, Sasha Mitrofanov, called the day we got home wanting to meet with us about the Food for the 

Needy program.  As you know, we have been providing food for 50 people whose monthly incomes are in the $100-

$200 range.  Sasha told us that he was short on money for February because prices had gone up drastically in the 6 

weeks we were gone.  Sugar, one of the 12 items we buy, went from 8 gr. ($1.00) for a kilo to 11 gr. ($1.38).  That 

brought the total from $330 a month to about $430.  Of course the incomes have not kept up with inflation.   

    We will have a second presidential election on Sunday the 7th of February.  Both candidates promise to ease the 

inflation, but we all know how that goes.  Most Ukrainians will be happy for a change in the government, but no one 

seems very excited about either candidate.   

    While in Memphis we had Viktor’s eyes checked and found that he has cataracts, which need to be removed.  Mon-

day we spent the day in the doctor’s office doing the preliminary work to get the job done.  He is scheduled to have 

his left eye done on February 20th and the right on March 6th.  The doctors are from Kiev and Kharkov and only here 

on Saturday and Sunday.  The eye clinic is very nice, modern and clean, almost like American clinics, except for the 

price.  He will have both eyes done for about $1600.  Add a zero and you have near the price for mine five years ago; 

however, people here don’t have insurance to help with the costs.  Many people talk 

about how medical treatment was free under communism, but they also didn’t have 

the services which are available now.   Please pray that all will go well so Viktor will 

be ready to plant his garden in April.   

    It was good to be back with the ladies on Tuesday.  We had 10 here, in spite of the 

snow and rain.  They met while we were gone, even when the temperatures were in 

the -20’s.  I thank God that they want to be together and study His Word.   

     We plan to get Vitya on Saturday.  He says he has been doing well in school and 

has stayed well.  We look forward to seeing him. 

     If you have not heard the news, my mom, Clemmie, was able to leave the conva-

lescent center in Miss. and is now back in Memphis with daddy.  We are thankful to 

God for her recovery and pray that she and daddy will   enjoy their golden years to-

gether.   

     We love and miss you all.  We will keep you in our prayers and ask you to re-

member us.  God bless and keep you. 

        Lynn Allison Tretiakova 

Daddy, Clemmie, Lynn, & 

Viktor 
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