
did have a white Christmas and 

New Year.  For the past three 

weeks the temperatures have 

been in the 20õs, not rising 

above freezing, so the snow has 

remained on the ground.  It is 

extremely dirty now, but still 

pretty on the hills.   

If it werenõt for all the Christ-

mas and New Year decora-

tions, it would be hard to be-

lieve that 2008 has come to an 

end.  It was a very busy year 

with lots of changes both here 

and throughout the world.   

    First of all, the Christians 

from the Proletarsky church of 

Christ, Donetsk, Ukraine send 
New Year greetings and a huge 

thank you to our dear friends 

in the USA.  Your prayers, love 

and support have been such a 

blessing to so many over the 

past years.   

    The economy throughout 

the world has gone wild and 

Ukraine is no excep-

tion.  Prices on everything have 

sky rocketed, especially food 

prices.  Most of our friends 

have work, but hours of work 

have been cut and several have 

worked without getting paid 

for the past month.   The in-

crease in the dollar to grivnya 

exchange rate has been great, 

but finding a bank which will 

give US dollars has become 

difficult.  The closest bank 

where we can withdraw dollars 

is about a 45 minute trip into 

the center of Donetsk.    

     You have probably read 

that Russia has cut off the gas 
supply to 

Ukraine.  Right 

now we have 

gas and should 

have enough to 

last through 

April.  We are 

praying that this 

problem can be 

solved before 

then.   

    Our weather 

has been inter-

esting.  Texas 

had snow before 

we did, but we 

Welcoming the New Year  

Our custom is to 

have a special 

time of prayer 

and singing on the 

last Wednesday 

of each 

month.  Since 

New Yearõs Eve 

fell on the last 

Wednesday, it 
gave us a perfect 

time for worship 

and fellow-

ship.  Following the worship 

time, we had a òsweet ta-

ble,ó which was covered 

with numerous kinds of 

cookies, candy, cakes and 

pastries.    We had Algus run 

the van and had great atten-

dance and fellowship.   

Prayer Requests:  

Olga B . ñ Diabetic.  

Olga is seriously ill now 

and medications are not 

helping. 

Alexei ñ husband of 

Olga.   Cataract surgery 

has been delayed be-

cause of his blood pres-

sure problems. 

Galina  ñ back prob-

lems. 

Ruslana ñ serious 

drinking problem. 

Spiritual growth for new 

Christians:  Anna, 

Maria, Margarita, and 

Nickolai Ivanovich  
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www.woodlandhillschurch.com 

Please make 

support checks 
payable to:

Lynnõs Contact  

Information  

E-mail  
allisoninukraine@yahoo.com 
 

Letters Only  
Church of Christ 
Proletarsky Region 
P.O. Box 1463  
Donetsk, Ukraine 
83110 
 

Shipments only  
24 Kommunisticheskaya St. 
Apt. # 17 
Donetsk, Ukraine 
83044 
 

To Contact  
Ray Grayham  
raygrayham@yahoo.com 

Vitya and Rita in front of the church building 

Above left:  New 

Yearõs celebration 

Above right: 

Sweets table 

Left:  Kidõs table 

at the celebration!  



Vitya  

A big thanks from the Chil-

drenõs home for HIV and 

Aids victims  to the dear la-

dies in the church in Water-

ford, Michigan , for funds to purchase dia-

pers.  We also helped them purchase lino-

leum for the repair of one of the childrenõs 

rooms.  The people at the home do a great 

job taking care of about 60 children, ages 0 to 

7 years.  We went at a very busy time so 

were not able to take pictures of the children, 

but were promised pictures the next time. 
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Diaper Run  

Ladies Party at Lynnõs 

My two Victors! 

News Briefs  

òVictor was 

granted a 5 year, 

multi-entry visa. 

We plan to arrive 

in the USA on 

January 30th for 

about a month.ó 

take him sometime since the 

home is boring when several 

children are gone.  Since we 

are not relatives, we didnõt 

know if that would be al-

lowed, but were pleased 

when the director gave per-

mission.    

We went for Vitya on Satur-

day morning and kept him 

until Sunday afternoon, as a 

trial run.  He behaved very 

For the past two years, our 

congregation and some of you 

have given money to help 

support Vitya .  He has made 

great progress during that 

time and has adjusted well to 

living in the Good Shepherd  

childrenõs home.  Many of the 

children there have grandpar-

ents, aunts and uncles or 

other relatives who take them 

for weekends and holi-

days.  Vitya asked if we would 

well and we have invited him 

back again for this week-

end.  With the bad weather, 

he stayed in the house all the 

time, with no playmates, but 

still enjoyed being in a real 

home for two days.  We 

donõt plan to take him every 

weekend, but will try for one 

or two times a month.  He 

was warmly greeted at church 

and enjoyed the Bible class.   

sharp as a tack and she al-

ways asks about all the 

church members.  She espe-

cially talks about Gene and 

Mary Parker  who taught 

her the truth.   

On the Road Again  

On Sunday, December 21st, 

we called on our good friend, 

Algus , to make the van runs 

to bring several members to 

worship.  Everyone had 

agreed to save the money 

and make their own way to 

the building during the warm 

weather, but finally the tem-

peratures dropped low 

enough to need the van.  We 

are grateful to Clyde and 

Sue Bowen in Cordova, TN 

for the funds to support the 

van runs.  This year we have 

added a new direction to the 

route and pick up Anna, our 

oldest member (84).  Anna 

was in the hospital with heart 

problems during October and 

November and still wasnõt 

feeling very well in Decem-

ber.  She couldnõt attend 

regularly on her own steam 

and was delighted when we 

offered the van. 

Ladies Class 

Every December our ladies 

look forward to a gift ex-

change, lunch and good fel-

lowship.  We had a good turn 

out again this year and the 

good thing is that most of 

them are regular in weekly 

attendance at ladiesõ class.   

Taisia Sergeevna  

Rita and Lynn were blessed to 

be able to visit with Taisia 

Sergeevna on Christmas 

Eve.  She is 83 years old and 

has been house bound for the 

past two years.  Her mind is 

Victor had received his inter-

national passport and was 

waiting for his visa so that he 

could accompany me to the 

United States.   The US Consulate in Kiev had 

been closed for the holidays so we were anx-

iously awaiting their return on January 12th.   

Well, we got great news!  Victor was granted 

a 5 year multi-entry visa.   We plan to arrive 

in the USA on January 30th for about a 

month.   We are so excited!   Now, I have a 

lot to do in the next two weeks! 

Our Visit to the USA  


